
Interim Committee on Improving Government 

Responsiveness and Efficiency 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

The following list is a compilation of recommendations received from members of The Interim 

Committee on Improving Government Responsiveness and Efficiency. The recommendations to 

improve government responsiveness and efficiency include possible modifications to current 

statute through the legislative process, modifications to appropriation bills through the budget 

process, and modifications to current policy. These items are not listed in order of priority. 

 

1. Require agencies requesting funding for new decision items to establish a baseline for 

performance measures, a detailed description of the need for the funding, and an 

explanation of what happens if funding is not appropriated for the new program.  

Performance measures need to provide measurable outcomes and demonstrate what 

return the state is getting on the investment. This will allow lawmakers to determine 

whether or not the program is meeting its goals and is worth continuing to fund.   

 

2. Propose legislation granting additional rights to grandparents when their grandchildren’s 

safety is at risk from parents, environment, etc. 

 

3. Require agencies to break out their Core budget by program, providing performance 

measures and a detailed explanation of the need for continued funding. Departments 

should demonstrate what return the state has received from this funding.   

 

4. Establish a committee or working group to have open discussions with the Departments 

of Social Services (DSS), Mental Health (DMH), and Health and Senior Services (DHSS) 

to study the current open records policies on child abuse and neglect cases to determine 

whether modifications are needed to better define what records should be open and when 

those records should be open. 

 

5. Require the DSS, DMH, and Corrections to develop programs to retain case workers, 

mental health workers, and corrections officers to reduce the extremely high and costly 

turnover rates. 

 

6. Require DSS to provide a detailed description of the need for funding the Early 

Childhood Development, Education and Care Fund, which was established to provide 

improvement grants to child care facilities serving children subsidized by DSS. If funds 

are needed, DSS would need to be accountable for any funds granted. This program was 

not funded for fiscal years 2013 and 2014.   

 

7. Propose legislation on flexibility issues with TANF to prohibit a TANF household that 

has an illegal alien living in the home from receiving an equal or greater level of benefits 

than a household of all citizens. 



 

8. Propose legislation to remove as vendors retailers who allow fraudulent purchases with 

food stamp EBT cards.  

 

9. Propose legislation or regulations prohibiting certain entities from making policy change 

requirements at any time of the year and require that changes only be made annually 

except for certain exceptions. Require that consumers and retailers be notified when 

changes will be made.  

 

10. Review new child care regulations going into effect October 2015. 

 

11. Propose legislation to mitigate the disparity in patient insurance co-payments between 

orally and intravenously administered chemotherapies. 

 

12. Require the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to provide 

detailed information on the Missouri Common Core State Standards before the budget 

committee, including but not limited to information on how Missouri became involved; 

the implementation process; and past, present and future expenditures for the program. 

 

13. Request that the Office of the State Courts Administrator review its current policy on 

issues related to data mining of the Case.net website and report to the budget committee 

any legislative or funding changes needed to protect this information. 

 

14. Propose legislative or appropriations changes to the general revenue funds received by 

the University of Missouri – St. Louis for the Sue Shear Institute. 

 

15. Request that Cardinal Glennon present its funding request for a medical home for 

children in foster care pilot project to the Appropriations – Health, Mental Health, and 

Social Services Committee. 

 

16. Require that the Department of Public Safety provide the General Assembly with a 

comprehensive report of all funds received since September 11, 2001 and where these 

funds have been allocated. The report should include all equipment, administrative costs 

and employee expenses. The report shall include a full inventory and the location of all 

equipment in the state purchased with homeland security funds and any matching funds 

from the state or local government. The comprehensive inventory needs to show what is 

already in place and what items are needed in the event of a large disaster. 
 

 

  



 

QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION  
 

1. Request detailed organizational chart from the Department of Elementary and Secondary 

Education (DESE). This was requested by the Committee and never received. 

 

2. Review flexibility issues within the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) 

and food stamp programs. 

 

3. Review the Missouri Common Core State Standards.  

 

4. Review funding for the Early Childhood Development, Education, and Care Fund 

(ECDECF), which was established to provide funding to increase the capacity of, and 

access to, quality early childhood programs for all Missouri families. Require DSS to 

provide detailed information why this program needs to be funded. 

 

5. Review new child care regulations becoming effective October 2015 and modify 

Missouri’s regulations where needed. 

 

6. Review agency Information Technology (IT) departments to determine if further 

consolidations would be conceivable to reduce budgets and become more efficient. 

 

7. What is the status of recouping the DSS funds paid out of the Start Up and Expansion 

Grant program to childcare facilities that did not perform according to the State Auditor’s 

Office? 

 

8. Examine the return on investment of the TANF drug testing program and explore ways to 

make the system more effective and efficient.  
 


